Historical perspectives and current advancements in the bacteriology and medical therapy of struvite urinary stone disease.
Struvite calculi have afflicted man for thousands of years. Despite recent advances in surgical technology to treat these disabling stones, high recurrence rates and inability to remove all stone fragments remain significant problems. Previous non-surgical alternatives have been disappointing because of low success rates, increased side effects or poor tolerability. New research in this area continues to provide insight into origins of lithogenesis and non-invasive therapy for calculi caused by infection.